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Upstream Americas 
	HAZARD ALERT
	


	DID YOU KNOW?
As ambient temperatures drop in late fall and early winter, there are always a number of potential hazards to be concerned with.  If these potential hazards have not been addressed in a timely fashion we can find ourselves in an unprepared state to deal with changing weather conditions.  The best time to address these issues is NOW, before it is too late!

WHAT CAN WE DO TO PREPARE FOR WINTER?
Boilers - Annual boiler inspections need to be completed.  Steam hoses, unions and valves will need to be inspected and replaced as required.  Quarter turn ball valves are not allowed on steam systems unless the valve can be locked securely in the closed position.  Personnel will require refresher training in boiler / steam operations including handling boiler compounds, blow down tank design and usage.  Boiler and steam related JSA's need to be reviewed and revised as required.  The hazard recognition tool, Decision Point, should be applied to identify new energy sources that will appear with winter conditions.
Heating Systems - Heating systems need to be serviced to ensure that they will work properly.  Cleaning and component replacement will probably be required (ie. furnace filters, etc).  Ensure there is no build-up of dust or lint on furnace / ducting, etc.
Camp and Wellsite Trailer Winterization - Piping such as exposed water lines and sewer lines will need to be heat traced and insulated.  Ensure a visual inspection of the heat tracing wiring and connectors is completed to ensure that they are not damaged including the electrical insulation.  Bare wires are a sure fire hazard.  Also check the operation of the heat tracing prior to installing thermal insulation.
Winter Clothing - Have appropriate winter attire available and ready for use.  Coveralls may need to be of a larger size to accommodate extra clothing beneath.  The outer layer of clothing needs to be fire retardant.  Clothing worn under the coveralls is expected to be 100% cotton, wool or other non-melting fabric as per the FRC Guideline.  Hoodies are not permitted due to the potential entanglement hazard of the drawstring and the hood itself as well as the peripheral vision hazard when the hood is worn.  Ensure a supply of anti fog solution or spray for safety glasses is available.
Winter Footwear - Suitable winter footwear is a boot with good thermal qualities, ankle support and most importantly good traction.  Brand names such as Baffin, Dunlop, Kodiak, Sorel and Viking are recommended.  Make sure the sole of the boot is soft and pliable in the cold for better grip on ice and snow.
Stairs and Landings - The most likely spot for slips / trips and falls in the winter is on, or at the bottom of a stairway or step.  It is important to keep stairways in good repair and landings level and free of ice and snow.  Workers are to ensure 3-point contact at all times while on stairs, ladders, etc.  Coco mats work well to provide a stable surface at the bottom of stairs and steps.  Anti icing products (ice melt, etc.) are not recommended due to the salt content, which makes lease cleanup and remediation difficult.  Sand / gravel are preferred.  Kitty litter or sawdust can also be used as an alternative. 
Road and Worksite Maintenance - This is a critical task within our Travel Bow-tie.  Ensure that all roadways and worksites are maintained (ie. plowed, sanded, etc) to allow safe travel whether by vehicle or foot.  A supply of gravel may be required at the worksite for sanding.  Take inventory, survey the worksite and ensure that tripping hazards are managed as required prior to snowfall.
Vehicles - Ensure your vehicle is maintained to manufactures specs.  Well-maintained windshield, steering, brakes and tires can make all the difference.  Winter grip tires are recommended.  Emergency / survival kits should be available in each vehicle.  Check to ensure that chains are available and in good repair for the loader and other heavy equipment.  Journey management requirements need to be reviewed with crews to ensure all personnel are aware of these requirements.
Attached is a Winter Preparation Checklist to assist you in preparing your worksite for winter conditions.
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WINTER PREPARATION CHECKLIST
	Y
	N
	N/A
	

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Annual boiler inspections completed

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Steam hoses, unions and valves inspected and replaced as required

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Ensure quarter turn ball valves are not allowed on steam systems unless the valve can be locked in position securely


	· 
	· 
	· 
	Complete refresher training in boiler / steam operations including handling boiler compounds, blowdown tank design and usage

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Boiler and steam related JSA's reviewed and revised as required

	· 
	· 
	· 
	The hazard recognition tool, Decision Point applied to identify new energy sources that will arrive with winter conditions

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Heating systems serviced to ensure they will work properly

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Heating system cleaning and component replacement (ie. furnace filters, etc).  Ensure there is no build-up of dust or lint on furnace / ducting, etc

	· 
	· 
	· 
	A visual inspection of the heat tracing wiring and connectors is complete to ensure they are not damaged in any way including the electrical insulation

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Check operation of heat tracing prior to installing thermal insulation

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Piping such as exposed water lines and sewer lines are heat traced and insulated

	· 
	· 
	· 
	A supply of anti fog solution or spray for safety glasses is available

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Suitable winter footwear is available for all personnel

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Stairways are in good repair and landings level and free of ice and snow

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Grading to level worksite surfaces has been completed prior to the ingress of frost

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Vehicles are maintained to manufactures specs

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Winter grip tires are installed

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Survival kits are available in each vehicle

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Chains are available and in good repair for the loader and other heavy equipment

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Journey management requirements have been reviewed with crews

	· 
	· 
	· 
	Items and equipment stored on or near the ground is managed as required prior to snowfall


